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Arabic is a Semitic language and has a unique writing
system that may be different from what new learners
at LaGuardia Community College are accustomed to.
Here are some fundamental aspects:

Direction of Writing: Arabic is written from right to left,
which may feel counterintuitive for English speakers.
Alphabet: The Arabic alphabet consists of 28 letters.
Many letters change their shape depending on their po-
sition in a word: initial, medial, final, or isolated.

No Capital Letters: Arabic does not have capital let-
ters. Every letter often connects with the next letter in
a word, which can affect their shape.

Vowels: Arabic uses diacritics (marks above or below
the letters) to indicate short vowels and other pronun-
ciation aids. However, these are typically omitted in
everyday writing, except in religious texts or children's
books.

| alif a vo dad d heavy
o ba b b ta theavy
O ta t b za z heavy
o tha thasinthink | ¢ ain a' guttural
z Jim jasinjam ¢ ghain  ghguttural
z ha h heavy & fa f

& kha khasinBach | & qgaf g deep

5 dal d | kaf k

3> dhal dhasinthis J lam I

) ra r rolled p mim m

5 zay z ) nun n
ov  Sin s ° ha h
ou  shin sh 9 waw ooasinfood
e Sad s heavy S ya ee asin see

Below are some Arabic words using these Arabic char-
acters. How do you pronounce them?

(1) d.;.bl).n.od.) ”democracy”
(2) 9uwgo "music”
(3) jlali “television”

(4) ug.n.v.l) "telephone”
(5) gualy ‘radio”

(6) )igunS “computer’
7@ Jd night

(8) ¢lu "bank”

(9) deol>  university”
(10) duSo library”

(11) ddllb  “energy”

(12) Q‘ob) "sport”

(13) Ladiwo hospital”
(14) J@i "origin”

(15) <cbyaS electricity”
(16) dewld “philosophy”
(17) &w).)..o ”school”
(18) dwlouS slgo  "chemicals”
(19) )U “fire”

(20) o)l.u.» “car”

(21) UgJLQ "law”

(22) CU.\.b "municipality”

To master the Arabic alphabet, new learners should fo-
cus on familiarizing themselves with each letter's forms
(initial, medial, final, or isolated), practicing the direc-
tion of writing and reading, writing simple words and
phrases repeatedly, and incorporating the use of short
vowels (diacritics) to understand pronunciation better.

Where Can | Learn More at LaGuardia Community College

At LaGuardia Community College, the Modern Languages and Literatures Program offers dynamic courses in diverse
languages, fostering global understanding and communication skills. Our dedicated faculty prepare students for
exciting, multilingual futures, embracing cultural richness and enhancing career opportunities in our interconnected
world. For more information about our world language courses and schedule, visit https://lagceml.github.io.
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