Mandarin Chinese Mini-lesson

Mini=lessonin

Chinese characters, known as hanzi, are logograms
developed for the writing of Chinese. Unlike alpha-
betic scripts, Chinese characters represent words or
morphemes (smallest meaningful units of language).
Learning Chinese characters can seem daunting be-
cause they are not phonetically based. However, by
understanding the basic components and the logic be-
hind the construction of characters, learning them be-
comes much easier.

Character Pinyin Meaning
® wo I/me
1R ni you (singular)
= shi to be
79 de (possessive particle)
= ai love
¥ xué study/learn
" Xido school
+H shi book
Hh zhdng middle/China
=l guéd country

Also, Mandarin Chinese is a tonal language, which
means that the pitch or intonation used when a word is
spoken can change its meaning. There are four tones
and a neutral tone in Mandarin:

* 1: high and level: ma (mother)

* 2:rising, like you're asking a question: ma (hemp)

e 3: starting mid, dips down, then rises: ma (horse)

*  4: starting at the top and sharply falls: ma (scold)

* neutral: light and quick: ma (a particle used for
questions)
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Here is a list of some interesting words in Chinese char-
acter, Pinyin, and English translation.

. i:fﬂ-mLove . Z?K— Art
. HHE Friend « 1BES-Language

dian ying

. a ‘Family / Home . EEE'\/ Movie

nnnnn

. %7 Study/Learn 9E - Sky

dong wu

. %ﬂﬂ Beautiful . Ejﬁ% Animal

. ﬁﬁ{‘_r Travel . 1_7—'\jJ Sport

. j('ﬂf, Culture . ?&ﬁ Education
. lﬁEE- History . ﬁ}%— Health

. ﬁ#@ Food - ZK-Smile/Laugh
. j(/& Sea . ’%"i:ﬁnpream

. Qk Nature «  BYIfI- Success
. ﬁﬁi City . 7%2%- Friendly

. |‘9&5:\- Happy . g _L Adventure
. :B ‘Book . ,L,\%‘ Thinking
. EEJ:' Music . 1%532 Challenge

Where Can | Learn More at LaGuardia Community College

At LaGuardia Community College, the Modern Languages and Literatures Program offers dynamic courses in diverse
languages, fostering global understanding and communication skills. Our dedicated faculty prepare students for
exciting, multilingual futures, embracing cultural richness and enhancing career opportunities in our interconnected
world. For more information about our world language courses and schedule, visit https://lagceml.github.io.

This document was created with the help of Al. The computer-generated
text has been edited by the modern language faculty.
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