
Elementary Tibetan 1 (ELT101) 

About the Tibetan Language
Tibetan language is the mother tongue of peoples throughout Tibet and Tibetans in exile. Tibetan is also spo-

ken in the Himalayan regions of India including Ladakh, Kinnaur, Lahaul & Spiti, Sikkim, Tawang and Bomdila ar-
eas of the State of Arunachal. Tibetan is also the basis of Bhutanese mother tongue. It is also the language of many 
ethnic groups including Sherpa and Mustang in the high Himalayan regions of Nepal. It is narrowly known but 
Tibetan is also the language of people of Baltistan in the northern part of Pakistan. In Mongolia, Tibetan is widely 
known as the classical language of Buddhism. The spoken Tibetan comprises a very large number of dialects. The 
dialect of Tibet’s capital city, Lhasa, now also known as Central or Standard Tibetan, serves as a lingua franca (a 
language that is adopted as a common language between speakers whose native languages are different), and also 
forms the basis for the exile dialect.

Tibetan language belongs to the Tibeto-Burman language group, a sub-family of the Sino-Tibetan family of 
languages. Contemporary linguistic scholars classify Tibetan as a member of the Trans-Himalayan language. In the 
seventh century, Thonme Sambhota, a minister of the Emperor Songtsen Gampo created Tibetan alphabet and 
composed grammar texts based on Sanskrit. The script evolved through the centuries and today Tibetan is written 
in a few different types of scripts but the two most common are U-chen and U-me, respectively used for printing 
books and handwritten. Ink and paper as well as technology of publishing texts using woodblock printing came 
from China.

Tibetan is the major language in terms of translation works of Buddhist scriptures from Sanskrit. Despite 
the lost originals, the whole set of the Buddha’s teachings and their commentaries by the ancient Indian Buddhist 
scholars are still preserved well in Tibetan in form of translation. Thus today, Tibetan language is indispensable for 
learning Buddhism especially Vajrayana in its entirety.

LaGuardia Community College is offering Elementary Tibetan 1 (ELT101) in Spring 2021 (March 
6, 2021 - June 14, 2021). The class is scheduled on Saturday at 10:30-2:00pm. If you are interested 
in this class and want to learn more about it, please visit our website at http://www.laguardia.edu/

ela/modern-languages-and-literatures-courses/. This course is open to both LaGuardia students and non-LaGuar-
dia (Adult and Continuing Education) students.

How to Register
LaGuardia students should be able to sign up for class on CUNYFirst. If you are not a current LaGuardia stu-

dent, please contact our Adult and Continuing Education Division for more information about the class. Contact 
Valerie Seignious, Enrollment Management Services of ACE, at 718-482-5120 or vseignious@lagcc.cuny.edu.


